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	RESEARCH INNOVATION SCOTLAND
	

	
	International Collaboration Fund 2026 
	



	APPLICANT

	

	EU COLLABORATOR(S)

	
	

	UK COLLABORATOR(S)

	
	

	EU FUNDING TARGET

	EU Funding
Have you identified EU funding for the project? The strongest applications will have identified a specific call or funding pathway.

	Y/N
	[Name of funding call]
[Link to funding call]

	Call deadline
	[Deadline]

	Funding value
	[€Value]
	Value to Scottish institutions
	[£Value]

	Funding call outline
Provide sufficient information for a lay reader to understand the focus of the funding call. For example, provide the "Scope" paragraph from the relevant funding call in a Horizon Europe action.

(200 words max)

	Project title
Provide a short title for the project you intend to propose for ERC funding.



	Description
Outline for a lay reviewer the research activity to be undertaken within the scope of your proposed ERC project, if funded. ICF funding can be used to fully develop and refine a proposal. However, there is an expectation that some initial idea formation has taken place prior to the proposed collaboration development.
(200 words max)

	Project outcomes
Describe the expected research outcomes and/or outputs of your proposed ERC project. What new knowledge, capabilities, resources or artifacts will be created by the end of that project, if funded?

(200 words max)


	Impact
Describe the economic and/or social benefits that you anticipate arising from your proposed ERC project.

(200 words max)


	Alignment to funding call
Explain why the proposed project is aligned with the identified funding call.  For example, for Horizon Europe explain what aspects of the scope and expected outcomes are directly addressed by your project idea.

(200 words max)







	
ICF ACTIVITY

	Activity period
	[Start date] to  [End date]

	Activities planned

	☐
	Development of a research proposal

	☐
	Meeting new collaborators

	☐
	Learning new techniques / knowledge exchange across expertise

	☐
	Other

	
	

	Purpose
Describe what you plan to achieve using the ICF award? What are the priorities for this collaboration/visit? How will your proposed ICF activity support your pursuit of European funding? Reviewers will preference applications with clear plans to develop research proposals for ERC funding, but funding can also be used to support new collaborations, learning new techniques or knowledge exchange across areas of expertise.

	
(200 words max)


	Benefits of collaboration
Describe the added value of this collaboration. For example, will the collaboration enable capacity building or increase the credibility of a funded proposal? Will an exchange of knowledge or skills take place?  Will new collaborators be introduced? If so, how will they strengthen the likelihood of your proposed consortium?

	
(200 words max)


	Sustainability of collaboration
Describe any plans you have to sustain the collaboration beyond the activities described in your ICF application and the targeted funding call. For example, have other sources of funding been identified? Do you plan to jointly organise a workshop, or align collaboration activities alongside other travel plans or research activities?

	
(200 words max)


	Additional activities
Are there any other international activities aligned with the ICF activity that will add value? For example, attendance at meetings that will shape future calls, attendance at relevant international conferences. Please note that ICF funding cannot be used for conference registration, but multi-purpose trips are acceptable/encouraged.

	
(200 words max)


	Additional funding
Describe any additional funding that has been secured to support the ICF activity, this may be institutional or from other funders.

	
(200 words max)


	Funds required
	£Value

	Budget
Give a breakdown of how ICF funding will be used to support your collaboration, including accommodation and travel. Demonstrate that the budget is realistic, only includes eligible spend and total costs in excess of £5k are funded from other sources.

	

	Contingency
Describe any risks for your proposed ICF activities and how you will mitigate against them.  For example, ability to reschedule visit(s), conduct meetings online, or reverse the direction of travel.

	
(200 words max)


	TERMS & CONDITIONS

	I confirm I have permission from my institution to undertake the activities outlined in this application.
	Y/N

	I confirm I have the support of my primary collaborator and their institution to undertake the activities outlined in this application 
	Y/N 

	I understand that, if successful, all funding must be spent by 31 March 2026 and all activities must be completed by 15 July 2026.
	Y/N 
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